OCTOBER 1986 Clicde. OF OP Vb vat 
EXCURSION-NEWS SHEET 


v 
Meeting October 3 : Mr.J.Clements -— Animal Welfare 


Meeting November 7 : Mr.D.Staples - Pycnogonida 
Excursion October : Various Activities listed on 
-page 2, 
Excursion Wovember 9 : Bamgani lorest - Mr.L.tink 
November 15 : Enfield Forest - Mrs, P. Murphy 


Nua 


President : Miss H BURGESS 312210 


Meelings, o3 tpecified, ore held In the Art 
Building of the School of Mines ond Industries, 


Secretary : Mr B DOWLING 432425 lydiord Street South, Bollorat, commencing 7 Xpm 
Treasurer : Mrs F WILLIAMSON 327631 EXCURSIONS, AS SPECIFIED, COMMIENCE FROM 
ae d CROCKFRS, Cnr, STURT ond ARMSTRONG SIRIETS. 
Editors ; Mr G BINNS 332282 BALLARAT, AT 9.30 0m FOR FULL DAY OUTINGS 


Mr | FINK 05? 861319 OR AT 1.30 nm FOR HALE DAY, 


EXCURSTONS 


1. October 4-5, Mr. J. Ebery is unable to lead our 
excursion to the Newstead area on October 5 as sched- 
uled. This is the weekend of the V.IF.N.C.A. get-—to 
gether in Ballarat, and members are urged to joiii ite 
excursions planned as part of the programme. ie 
1.Saturday 4th - Boc Reserve (Clarkedale) at Happy 
~Valley- meet at Ranger Cottage (wight side of road 
opposite reserve) at 1.20 pm. 

2.Ssunday 5th - Devil's Kitchen, Piggoreet -depart 

Old Ballarat Village, 9 am. 

Other details of the weekend are outlined in the Sep- 
tember news sheet. 


2. October 17-19, W.V.F.N.C.A. weekend, Maryborough. 
Details in September news si:eet (page 2). Bus 
bookings for excursions by Oetober 12, phone O54 - 


612249, 


3. October 26, Sunday, ali day excursion, 9.30 am 
departure. Newstead area with Mr. J. Ebery. Other 
information from Florence Williamson, 


HELPERS REQUIRED, 


a a wn 


Im the August news letter there appeared the request 
from Forest St. Primary School for helpers ito walk 
with groups of childen and assist them to discover 
and understand aspects of bush flora and fauna, 

This assistance is required on Tuesday, October 28, 
in the bush block near Adekate Camp, Creswick. 
Please contact President Helen if you are wii ling 

to taie part in this worthwhile event. 


FIELD REVORTS - AUGUST MiSiitDING, 


L. Fink - two white naped Honeyeaters feeding a third 
full grown bird at Meredith. 

ff. Harrap - liuckleford Forest teeming with lioneyeaters 
and Lorrikeets; Swift Parrot has been present also. 

M. Grundy - White necked iferon observed in Doveton 

St. Ballaratcity. 

G. Binns - Fan tailed Cuckoo and Golden Whistler ob- 
served in Pleasant St., .within builtup area Ballarat. 


Z. 


Pp. Fry - Le. Raven nestingat Russell Square, Ballarat 
North east. 


G. Mangus - Turtle dove killed by small tlawk in Mt. 
Pleasant. 


i, Williamson - Sulphur Crested Gockatoos -flock in 
Ballarat n. 


A. Morrison — Reported seeing 6-8 crocodiles during 
trip to Ord River, N.W. Australia. 


SEPTEMBER Mile TING. 


K., McDonnell - Pair of White-eyed Ducks at Invermay. 
IV. Pink -~ Pied Currawong at Meredith. 


$.G.A.P. DISPLAY - Saturday October 4th 


The annual exhibition organized by the Society 

for Growing Australian Plants will again take place 
in St. Pauls Hall, Victoria St. Our club is to 
arrange a static display of appropriate posters and 
members who are available are invited to attend at 
9 am on Saturday 4th to assist with this display. 
Volunteers, to be in attendance to advise visitors 
on Club activities, will be welcome to participate 
on a roster system but a Club 'hand-out' sheet will 
be available for inte:ested people to pick up at our 
display. 


PRESTDENT HELEN RIETURNS HOMIE 


Members will be pleased to know that Helen, after 
five weeks in St John of God ilospital, has returned 
home. Treatment and testing during that time have 
produced new hope for her troublesome back, but she 
willbe ‘confined to barracks! for a further month, 
We sincerely hope that a lasting solution will 
eventuate and that Helen will soon be able to return 
to her active and productive life. 


MP. WARKBNITETP - EXCURSION 7-9-1986 


Whenever we have visited Mt. Warrenheip in recent 
months the weather has been extremely chilly and on 
our September excursion day it was no exception, 
The icy wind blew at gale force from the south and 
so our party donned warm woolly gear for a trek up 
the mountain track, 


On the leeward side and sheltered by the tall trees 
and grasses, we comfortably stucied the flora and 
fauna about us. Some of the eucalypts studied were 
Manna Gums, Broadleaf Peppermints,Messmates and 

some introduced Bluesums. The Broadleaf Peppermints 
were heavily laden with masses of buds and ready to 
burst forth, probably in about October or a little 
later. 


After about an hour we reached the top and on the 
Old crater site members rested, enjoyed afteriuoun 
Cea,and identified distant landmarks through paps 
in the trees. 


We then walked lLeisur ely back down tlie road. On 
this eastern side, we observed a flock of Crimson 
RNosellas, a Grey Fantail, a beautilul Golden 
Whistier, a Yellow-rumped Thornbili, Kookaburra, 
Grey Shrike-Thrush, Wiiite-browed Scrub-wrens, Silver 
eyes and a Blue Wren, We also spotted a lone (and 
healthy) Koala in a tall Manna Guu. 


Understorey shrubs noted were Blackwoods, Black Wat- 
tles and some bushes of Sweet Bursariadana Kangaroo 
Apple. The dense ground cover consisted mainly of 
native grasses and bracken with patches of Mother 
Shield-fern and various groundsels. We also found 
plants of the interesting little Mountain Psoralea. 


It was an enjoyable day and particularly so , I 
believe, for those members in the party who had 
never been on Mt. Warrenheip before this excursion, 


P.M. 


CLUNES AREA IXCURSTION - 21.9.1986 


— 


As this excursion was undertaken som: weeks earlier 
than originally planned the day was used to survey 
prospects in three different kinds o: habitat at the 
Clunes Swamps, Clunes State !orest bi ock, and Mt. 
Beckworth, These all yielded items (ff variety and 
interest to the party that grew in nimbers as tie day 
progressed, Although it was overcast and showery to 
Clunes, the sun emerged as we dipped down to the 
picturesque Tullaroop Creck at Leonaid's Bridge and 
on to the swamps, and members were akle to enjoy a 
fine but windy day. Following recent rains the swa- 
mp water was risin.;, creating ideal feeding 
for the water birds in the "drowened" grass as insect 
life was forced into the open. Same thirty-six 
species of birds were observed in a short perivd of 
time from the margins of the swamps, including six 
species of duck (the chestnut tea! was a welcome 
sight.). Two active nests were found viz. Swamplien 
and Red Rumped Parrot. Pxciting observations of a 
Little lalcon were made east of Middle Swamp. ‘The 
bird took a pale coloured bird (Pipit?) and pr 
to pluck it in a dead tree, 


conditions 


oceeded 


It was comparatively quiet in the State Forest Block 
during the middle of the day. ‘Tiere yas little flow- 
ering in the forest, with the result that the honey 
eaters are not yet in evidence. ever tiie Less 
were good sightings of twenty bird sp:2cies, and 
orchids (Nodding Greenhood and Pink Caladenia). 
A fledgling White Browed Babbler fius ied from a nest 
and a Grey Thrush had converted a. old Babblers nest 
to house three eggs. 


there 
two 


In the N.&. section of the Mt Bbeckwor‘h reserve seep— 
age from the wet season has caused daip conditions 
but the plants are beginning to develop and bloom. 
Consequently most attention was divecced downwards 
here, to the botanists! delight. fron a comprehens-— 
ive list, a few of the iangamibays planis were : 


. 


Cont . p-b \ 


£3), 


Tall, nodding and Dwarf Greenhoods; 
Tiger Orchids; Blue-beard Caladenia; Green-comb Spi- 
ders Orchid; Waxlip; Running Postman; Common JJ 


= ip lat Peas 
Tall,Scarlett aad Pale Sundews and, of course, Barl / 
Nancy, tae ya 


Golden moths and 


WORLD WETLANDS CAMPATGN, 1986 


Some food for thought from the World Wildlife Fund, 
during this year set aside to increase comunity 
awareness of ilie iieed For conservation of our wet-— 
land resources - 


Wetlands are wmong our most beautiful and product— 
ive environments. Yet they are also one of our most 
threatened natural areas. 


Our lakes, rivers, estuaries and floodplains are 
disappearing at an alarming rate due to drainage, 
land reclaimat:on and pollution. Over-exploitation 
of many wetland dependent speci s (such as some fi- 
sh) is also causing concern. 


Wetlands have tremendous ecoiomic and social benef- 
its; they are llome for countless species of flora 
and fauna, and play a key role in this planet's 
many natural c:'cles and processes. Their riches 
should be mainvained for future generations. 


Good cause to not let our wetlands go down the drain. 
P.S. The Clubs comnents on the draft Wetlands Con- 
servation Statcment issued by the three Ministries 
(i.e. C F and lL, WR, and P and B&B.) have been 
receives and acknowledzed. 


SUPPER ROSTER 


October meeting - hKene & Harvey Hooper 

November meeting - Jenny Dalman a 

Note that only one member volunteer is listed for 
the November meeting. More names are required 

on the list on the cupboard door. Please make 
sure that these willing folk have assistance,both 
in setting up and serving supper. 


6. 


- ro 3 ee , : 
September Heeting - Steyoscopic Slides of Native 
= as ies Lan Orchids. 


From where I sat Ron Court's slides were magnificent. 
We saw orchids in close up, magnified, «and in perf- 
ect detail. Those who saw these three dimensional 
images will not forget the experieice readily. 

Some of the orchids shown are not seer in this area 
but in eastern Victoria and Gippsland, where a 

wide variety of lovely orchids exist. 


Some of Ron's comments on the presentation are 
as follows: 


Terrestrial Orchids have an irresistidle appeal to 
inany people who see them. A number ace either 
rare or very hard to find. Some grow individually 
in sheltered busiiland settings, whilst others are 
found in large colonies. All ure tiurzatened by 
clearing of their habitatand Lhere ar2> a number 
that very few people will ever see. 


Bushwalkers, field naturalists and native plant 
enthusiasts are some of the passexrs—-b;, who will 

be most likely observers. Bushfires, although 
devastating, seem to be necessary to she growth and 
flowering of many sj:ecies. Some of our orchids are 
very wide spread — growing in Papua NewGuinea and 
in New Zealand. There is one (Coryba: macranthus ) 
which grows on Macquarie Island, and although it 

is credited as an Australian orchid i+ is not found 
on the mainland. (corybas = HNeimet shaped) 


One orchid, Thelymitra grandiflora, cin grow to 

9O cm or more carrying the most f£hLoweis on this 
tall stem. Perhaps this species coulc. claim to be 
the most beautiful among orciiids, 


The viewing aud conmentary would certzinly help us 
all on the recognition of orchids obse -ved in the 
wild, 

Gretl Mangus expres:ed our thanks to iton aud his 
wife for a most unusual experience anc enjoyable 
evening. [oie 
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